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Janis Boling, Judy Hackett

Events

Rally Sunday
Jeff the Magician
September 13

September 19, 10am Brunch
Hoged by EMT

Acolyte Gathering
September 19 11:30a-12:30p

Pilgrim@ blog,
CPilgrimages,Ocan be foundat

www.pil grimucc.blogspot.com.

Office Hours
9:30am-Noonand 1-3pm
Monday D Thursday;

9:30am - Noon
Friday
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Birthdays September 13
September October September 20
1 ChristinaChase 1 Kathy Schims September 27
3 David Jackson 2 Audrey Reist
Michael Harris Vicki Pinckney Flowers
4 Karen Davis Kay Waldon Septembe 6
5 Margaret Reutter 3 VirginiaMary September 13 Bobbie Haskell in memory of 59
7 Fred Parker 6 EugenieKeh years of marriage
8 Emily Davis 8 Sally Wilcox September 20 Schram Memorial
10 Marjorie Martin 28 AnnLeonad September 27
11 Jane Parker 31 Benjamin Saylor o
14 Carol Christy Hogpitality Hour
Harlow Churchill September 6 Open

September 13 Christian Discipleship
September 20 Vitality & Adm./Personné
If your birthday is not listed ~ September 27 Judice, Peace & Mission

it is because we do not have

it. Please let the office Acolyte Pizza Party
know so that you can

be included. and review of duties to be done on
September 19", from 11:30ato 12:30p
Pradice followed by pizzal

16 Betty Henning
22 Althea Gibson
24 KatrineOatley
25 LeonaRippen

S 4

September

Bible Readings for
the Month

Welcome our new members that joined the
churchon August23:
GaryCastonia SponsoiGenevaVioorehouse

6 James 2:1-10,(11-13), \
Jeff Caesar SponsoMike Cooper

14-17; Mark 7:24-27
September 13 James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38
September 20 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a;
Mark 9:30-37
September 27 James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50

PROGRESS MATERIALS

If you would like to submt a news item or
information for the momhly Progress the deadline
for materialsis the 20" of the month or if it falls on
aweekend, the Monday following.

Email to the office uccpilgrim.@aol.com, or to Judy
at jah625@hotmail.com or leave a copy of the
information for the Progress mailbox in the office.

Serving Pilgrims

Greeters 4" sunday Pilgrim Recycling
Reqular Service Folk/Spirit Service _ Office Paper
September 6 Robat Scarbarough @ Bagswill be out for Il?llgrl ms to take
: to recycling
September 13 Elsie Clagget Thanks for supporting our recycling!

September 20 Lynn Pulling

September 27 Sherill& Judy Nott Staples Rewards — Please recycle your old ink

) ) cartridges here at church. Through the rewards
Liturgist _ program we will receive $3 for each cartridge. This
September 6 Kathy Schims savings will go toward the purchase of office supplies.
giemger ;g ﬁlj'dky "éaCkett Alsoif you meke a Staples purchase and they ask if

ember Ike Loope you have a Revards CardCGand you don@one, say the
September 27 Melanie Courtier church does, and give them our phone number 484-
7434 and we will get Rewerds credit.

Name Tag Hog
Septembe 6
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Priming the Pump
to Discover
Pilgrim@ Hear t

Down through history, movements great and
small have been inspired by short, memorable
statements, which arouses people to take action
and encourages them to persevere through
challenges and difficulties. We call them catch
phrases, mottos or slogans. We have also called
them battle cries and rallying points.

To rally the United States in World War |l we
heard GRemember Pear| Harbor!O To encourage
people to vote for a candidate in the 1840 Log
Cabin campaign people heard (Tippecanoe and
Tyler t00.0 Or in more recent times, Martin
Luther King Jr. @ words O have a dream,Ohave
held a powerful meaning, as well as Ronald
Reagan® OMr. Gorbachev, tear down thiswall!O

Businesses have catch phrases to let people know
the identity of their product, what has become to
be known as a company® rand.O Who has not
heard, for example, When E.F. Hutton talks,
people listen,Oor GCoke, it@ the real thing,Oor
XFC, we do chicken rightO ? Each of these
phrases is meant to tell you something good
about the company or the product of the
company that would entice you to want to buy
from that company.

This was one of the important points people from
our denomination were trying to tell us at the
GChurch Vitality: Ready, Set, GrowO workshop
that | and several others from our church
attended. The workshop leaders stressed that
each congregation needs to come up with a short,
concise statement of its identity and purpose of
no more than six to seven words. The leaders
impressed upon us that these identity statements
are different from vision statements or mission
statements. These identity statements are meant
to be a memorable catch phrase, a rallying point
or even a pattle cryOwhich every one can easily
pick up and remember.

A catch phrase which is accepted by a consensus
of a congregation can have a powerful unifying
influence. With an identity statement, the

members can understand better who they are as
achurch and what their purposeis.

With this in mind, Pilgrim® Vitality team is
organizing a number of small group gatherings
for the members and friends of Pilgrim to
participate in during the middle of September.

Reminiscent of previous Qables of eightOor the
(reighborhood visitsOl did when | first came to
Pilgrim, we are going to offer a time of some good
food and casual conversation about what is
important to you about Pilgrim. There will be
five standard questions for each gathering and
then an exercise to come up with either some key
words or a six to seven word phrase. After these
small groups have met and come up with key
words or a statement itself, the Vitality team will

review what the groups came up with and present
a few statements to the congregation for its
approval. We hope to Qliscover Pilgrim® heartO
in this exercise and come up with a statement of
our identity and purpose that most of us can
agree on and believein.

Some examples from other churches are: GFirst
grace, then faith, then WorksCerom First Grace
UCC); Qesus loves you -- This we know!Q
Cstrangers no moreQ Making God@® love visibleQ
(Keeping faith, reaching out, welcoming all!Q
Qoving God, loving one another, loving the
worldQ CCelebrating God, Walking with Jesus,
living the faith.O These are just samples to prime
the pump of your creativity.

I hope you will attend one of the small group
gatherings and share what is important to you
about Pilgrim Church. We need everyone® input
and contribution. Let us come together and
discover what is important to us as a
congregation -- discover what is the heart of our
church -- so we may start living and working
together as one body, the Body of Christ.

God bless you all with love and peace,
Pastor Peter

Fortimesandplacesof the gatheringseethe
Vitality article.

Pastor Peter(3 email address:
pastor@pilgrimucc.com
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EMTINVITESYOU!

Remember September 19", 10am for amid-
morning brunch followed by an informational
congregational meding as we preparefor the

2010 church budget.

Administration/Personnel

Performance reviews and new employment
agreements for John Broughton and A Ram
Lee have been completed.

Ministry TeamsO Spending Plans for 2010
accompanied with a brief narrative describing
how the money will be spent are due by the
October 12 E.M.T. meeting.

Annual Financial Reviews are to be completed
on all Church operated accountsin December
or early January for reporting at the Annual
meeting. The accounts are:

Church Accounts/ Treasurer

Memorial Fund

Endowment Funds

MenQ@ Fellowship

Women@ Fellowship

Discretionary Fund

Petty Cash Fund
Anyoneinterested in doing areview should let
Verg Pinckney know. It amountsto reconciling
the account balances with the bank statements.

Verg Pinckney, Finance Comm. Chr.

Christian Discipleship
Megtsthe4dth Tuesday, 6:30pm

INext Meeting: September 22, 6:30pm|

Rally Sundey
Our Sunday School year kicks off with Rally

Sunday during the 10an worship service on
Sunda, September 13", 1t@3 a celebratory affair,
giving us al the chance to welcome back our
students and commission our teachers. The
celebration continues during the fellowship hour
between the services, with a special show from Jeff
theMagician.

September Sunday School Curriculum
Our Sundgy Schoolyear kicks off with Rally
Sunday on September 13", and we have alot to
look forward to this school year. For September,
wedl belooking at howthe Bible undestands
freedom Wha kind of freedomdoes God want for
us? How can we work to hdp each other on this
joumey? What responsbilities does freedom bring?
As aways, wed belooking at thisideawith
practical implicationsin mind,fromthe
perspectives of spiritud growth, community, sodal
judice, and Christian identity.

9/6 John8:31-36  TheTruth Spiritud Growth
9/13 Gdatians3:23-9 Equdity Sodal Judice
9/20 Leviticus25:8-17 Jubilee Sodal Judice
9/27 lsaiah 61:1-4 GoodNews Identity

We encourage you to take some time to read these
scripture passages and talk about them as a family
as a way to become a part of your child@ Sunday
schooljoumey.

Folk & Spirit Childcare

Starting on Rally Sunday, wed like to resume our
childcare offeringsfor the Folk & Spirit service. If
we truly want to attract young families to the
service, and to hdp the service grow, we need to
provide childcare on a weekly basis. If you fed
caled to hdp out with this pat of PilgrimG&
ministry, either once a month or even jud
occasiondly, please let Judy or Brandonknow.

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
We will be finishing up our reading and
discussion of the Screwtape Letters in
September and will be picking up another
study. If you join us, you can help us decide
what it will be. So please, come and join us on
Mondays at 10:00 am.

UNBINDING YOUR HEART
After the movie series (see Vitality) is done, we
will be holding a six week session on
Unbinding Your Heart on Wednesdays at
6:30pm from October 14 through November 18
and another session during the day.

Evening Seeker Service and Bible Study
See Worship and Music
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COMMUNICATIONS & MEMBERSHI P Team
Meets the 3™ Monday
Next Meeting: September 21, 6:30pm

Congratulations to 2009 Media with a
Mission Grant Recipients!

To date, The Stillspeaking Ministry has
awarded $26,329 in its 2009 grant cycle.
These grants will support the messaging
activities of 22 churches in 13 states and
enable TV, radio, print and electronic media
purchases estimated to reach 6.5 million
people. Thanks to Lisa Dedden-Cooper,
Pilgrim is a recipient and the only one in
Michigan that received a grant.

M eals on Wheels
Ministry that takes about 1 hour

We do need drivers to ddiver medls.
It only takes about an hour.
LETG KEEP THE TRADITION GOING!
Contact Judy Hackett for more information and/or
to schedule a ride along.

14" Annual Cesar E. Chavez Dinner
Tuesday, September 29, 6pm
Causeway Bay Hotel
6320 S. Cedar
$35/person; contact Judy Hackett
so tickets can be ordered

MMMMMLE e Miss]

October Mission - NIN & Crop Walk

Updates for July Mission Outreach
Christmas Fund - s845.00
Thanks for your generous support!!!

School Supplies for Bingham School &
Clothe a Child for Judson Memorial Baptist
(Another two of theministries we do
throughChristian Services)

New pencils, pens,
markers, colored pencils,
crayons (24 pack),
scissors, glue sticks, rulers,
notebooks, folders,
backpacks, construction

COLLECTION

L Wy
‘-’"' 4 ," ﬁ"n
[ | G_ﬂ

1V

LOTHING DRI

Now is a good time to
check the clearance
racks. Look for new

Shirts, blouses, pants,

jeans, socks and

We will continue this mission project into
September. Thanks to thos that have broughtin
school supplies and clothes. Also thanksto those of
you tha have made cash contributons Judy
Hackett has been out doing her bargain shoppngfor
both projects.

Stewardship Ministry Team

A Focused Word About Stewardship

Stewardship In Challenging Times - From JesusO
fullness we have received grace upon grace.
John 1:16

The former Stewardship In Chdlenging Times
is a special gatheing of stewards from across the
conference, Septembe 12, 2009 at Pilgrim
Congregaiond United Church of Christ to engage
in Bible study, workshop focus and sharing of what
isworking well in stewardship emphasis. Thelatter
GFrom Jesus3 fullness we have received grace upon
grace,0 John 1:16 is the Stewardship Emphasis for
theFall Focusof the Stewardship Initiative.

The Stewardship Fall Emphasis will begin
Saturday, September 12, 2009, with the gathering of
stewards from across the Michigan Conference. A
gpecial emphasis will occur on Sunday, September
13, Rally Sundg, the Sunda after the Saturday of
Stewardship In Chdlenging Times. The emphasis
will be a specia stewardship moment during
worship and a bulletin insert - [t& God, Not the
Econony.

A gpecia invitation will be extended to 4l
Mission Team to be present for the specia event on
Saturday, Septembe 12, 2002 All teams are
invited because al are stewards - induding the
entire membership.

A special spirited Sundgy is planned in between
Septembe 13 and Stewardship Sunday, November
8, 2009- theingahering focus which will indudea
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speciad emphasis, celebration - ddails are in
process. So, watch for an exciting celebration,
fellowship, musc, gifts to be shared. Witnessing
stewards will agan share thar joumey of faith and
witness.

Stewardship In Chdlenging Times will indude
a specia emphasis on Q.earn How And Why of
Todey@ StewardshipO - induding a very gifted
pastor, Rev. Shdley Stackhous, Pastor, Church of
the Redeemer, New Haven, CT. Bible study will be
resourced by a gifted pastor, teacher, leader, Rev.
Kate Huey, Minister for Covenanted Stewardship -
United Church of Christ Local Church Ministries,
Cleveland, Ohio. And workshops Pastoral
Leadership for Stewardship; Bible Bytes; Biblical
Stewardship Examples; Our Church@ Wider
Mission (OCWM) Basic Suppot-What It Is, What
It Does, Effective Annud Fundrising Programs
Completed in Eight Weeks and Stressing
Stewardship Year Round.

Registration is $3500. Each team is invited to
have 2-3 members present for this event. We are
stewards ThePilgrim Church Stewardship Team is
a hod. The Conference Stewardship and Planned
Giving Team has plannal this event. Maeola
Danielson and Herman Haller are members of the
team. More information about an exciting
stewardship focus peiod is coming your way.
Watch for it.

Stewardsth Team, Pllgrzm Church

Vitality Ministry Team

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS

The Vitality Team wants to have input from the
congregdion in making a condse vision/mission
statement. At the Ready, Set, Grow workshop put
on by the UCC denomindion, al churches were
urged to make a statement of six to seven words
encapaulating the essence of the congregaion. One
example is QReach in, reach out, and reach up.O

Asaresult, .

Discovering Pilgrim@Heart iscomingupin afew
weeks. Pilgrim members and friendswill beinvited
to attend a fun, foodHilled, casud, small group
discussion about what is important about Pilgrim.
We will explore what Pilgrim meansto us and how
we can share the good news with others for the
pupoe of making an exciting and condse
statement of Pilgrim@ identity. We have a mission
statement and a vision statement, but we need to

have a short, memorable statement of about seven
words describing who we are. This will give usa
common identity and assist in our outreach and
advertising for the church.

Schedule of small group gatheringssofar:
We want this to be a fun experience of good food
and fellowship
Septembe 9 at 6:30 pm, Pastor Peter will hogt a
dessart discusson a Rilgrim Church.
September 10 at 6:30 pm, Vergil Pinckney will host
adessert discussion at his home.
Septembe 13 at 12:30 pm, Cara Bodf will hog a
lunch discussion at Pilgrim Church.
Septembe 13 at 6:30 pm, David & AnnHartsuff
will hod a dessert discussion at their home.
Septembe 15 at 11:30 am, BrandonGrafiuswill
host alunch discusson at Filgrim Church.
Septembe 15 at 7:00 pm, Bruce & Karen Ramthun
will hod a dessert discussion at their home.
Sign up sheet on bulletin boad

Neighborhood Night Out

The ABC  Neghbohood  Assodation®
Neighbohood Night Out is set for Friday,
September 11" at Pilgrim, from 6:00-8:30pm. ABC
will provide hot dogs hamburgers, and drinks B
everyoneeseis asked to bring aside dish or dessert
to pass. There will be bingo (with candy prizes!),
raffles, and mudc from Randy and Brandon. Thisis
a great chance to hdp our naghbors learn a little
more abou the Pilgrim community!

MOVIE NIGHTS
Brandonwill be leading the viewing and discussion
of three humorousmovies with a Christian theme.
All movies are rated PG-13, and run aboutan hou
and a hdf. Each film startsat 7:00pm Wedl
provide pop®rn and drinks

September  23%  (Keeping the FaithOEdward
Norton and Robat Downey Jr. star as a priest and a
rabbi who®e both fallen for the same woman.
September 30": CBaved!OA teenager attending a
congervative Christian school is forced to reexamine
her thinking about things when she finds out that
she@® pregnant, and he boyfriend realizes he®
gay. Staring Jena Malone Mandy Moore, and
Macaulay Culkin, this is a great satire of closed-
minded falth and a plea for greater tolerance.
October 7: A eap of FaithOSteve Martin stars as a
traveling falth healer and con-artist. His cynicism is
tested when hefindshimself face-to-face with ared
miracle.
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Friday night Coffee House returns
Octobe 16

Worship & Music

Evening Seeker Service and Bible Study
Pending appr oval of the Worship and Music team,
we are planning to launch an evening seeker service
on Sunday, September 20t at 7:00pm. We
are finding that many in our community are unable
to worship on Sunday mornings due to work
schedules or other commitments, so we hope that
offering a separate worship time will allow more
Pilgrims to participate, as well as giving those of us
who already worship on Sunday morning the
chanceto return for a different worship experience.
We plan to use multimedia and other non-
traditional approaches to worship that will serve as
a good introduction to the Christian faith, while at
the same time offering a deeper experience for
those of us who are already comfortable in a church
setting. We hope you@ come and see some of the
new thingsthat are happening at this service.

In addition, we are planning to begin a Sunday
evening Bible Study immediately before the
seeker service, at 6pm. For our first study, we will
be looking at the story of David® rise from an
unknown shepherd to King of all Israel, and his fall
when he allows his power to overwhelm him. Come
join us in the parlor, starting September 20", for a
journey through this remarkable story of faith.

News from MenG Fellowship

The next meeting of the Felowship will be on
Wednesday Septembe 16 at 6:00 P.M. they will
host the Charsfor dinner.

Officers serving for another year are:

President -------------- Harlow Churchill
Vice President -------- Deron James
Treasurer -------------- Sherrill Nott
Secretary -------------- OrutOTuttle
Activities Ch. --------- Verg Pinckney

There are important agenda items to be acted upon,
so let@ have agood turn out for this meeting.

Member ship: All maes regularly attending Pilgrim
Church are members of the Felowship with the
right to vote. Theae are no dues except bdng
avallable to work on activities such as luncheons,
dinrers, hdping with set ups for specid events and
assisting with facility up- keep tasks.

Women@ Fellowship News
Board Mtg B 1pm
August 31,0ctober 5, November 2

As we begin to change seasons
remember the Fall Garage Sale on
October 3" We will need help on

Saturday the 3™ for the sale and clean
up. We will set-up on October 1°'

o (noon- 7pm) and Friday
“‘%\i;Eﬁ the 2" (9am-1pm). Bring
P — in your treasurers

starting Monday,

September 28"

Also another fundraiser that we have
is the Fall Salad Luncheon. This will
be held on October 14" along with a
Bake and Craft Sale coordinated by
Verg Pinckney. Look for additional
information in the Sunday bulletin and
posted on the bulletin board.

2009 Flower Chart

for altar flowers
is poded on the bulletin boad in the Parish Hall.
We invite you to sign up for the dae(s) that you
would like to give flowers in memory of a loved
oneor for a specia occason. The pesonin chage
for the flowers tha month will contact you and
make arrangaments for the flowers.

Bev VanRiper, Pres.; Donna Matthews, V. Pres.

Circle Leaders for 2009-2010
Seemonthly calendar for time/place
Blanche L ewig/Paul
Margaret Reutter 627-6049
LeonaRippen 3490480
Florence Hoats
Gayle Mefford 646-8460
Norma Pulice 4823096
June McBride
Pat McQueen 641-7470
Carol Roy 5757150
Mildred Benedict/Pear| Caldwell
Maeola Danielson 321-0846
Dorothy Joseph 4852571

Church Women United
Program: Gail Catron, Kirabo Store/E.L.
September 14, 1pm
Friendship Baptist Church B2912 Pleasant Grove
Bring items for CA\S School Kits
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NEWS FROM OuR PILGRIM FAMILY

Lee Abramson, Danny
Arnold, Chris Austin, .Janie
Aylsworth, Lucy Brophy,
Helen Burns, David
Burwell, Linda Carr, Nellie
Churchill, Susan Collier, Harry Cook, Sue Davis,
Patti Dokum, Jason Gooley, Ruth Hall, Betty
Henning, Helen Hewitt, Marion Holz, Dennis
Kennedy, Gloria Leslie, Thomas McMahan, Linda
McMeekin, Chastity Morse, Richard Patterson,
Bev Piper, Bud Popkens, Barb Pressler, Pat
Ramthun, Dawn Raymond, Audrey Reist, Jill
Rosenberry, Hizabeth Schaefer, Connie Severy,
Savanna Sivret, Bev Smith, Dale Stafford, Don
Stafford, Kelly Stewart, Roderick Terrell, Jack
Thayer, Janet Thayer, Betty Tuttle, Toby
VanRiper, Brad VanSyckle, Victoria Wagner, Mike
Weekly, Norm Williams, Lou Wonch.
In the Military: Brad Chase, Jeffrey Dunn,
Troy Hart, A-Jay Lopez, Kip Miller, Michele
Mitchell, Sharon Osborn

Thank you'’s from
Eugenie Keh and Jake & Haley DeVos-Roy
for ther Talahi camp scholarships.

i
L

BAKE & CRAFT SALE
Wednesday October 14
It is just around the corner.
That’'s when we will be setting
up for the Bake and Craft sale
in the parlor in conjunction with
the Salad Luncheon. So get your thoughts
working as to how you can support this effort.
Bake goods are a big hit, jams and jellies,
aprons, maybe you have houseplants or
garden bulbs you would like to share.

Proceeds go to pay our pledge of $300.00
to Vision, Inc. and toward Camp Talahi
Scholarships. Questions? _See Verg

Stewardship: In Challenging Times
Saturday Septemberl2
8:30amb4pm
Registration - $35/lunch
Where? - here!

Pilgrim CongregationalUCC

See Stewardship article. Forms on bulletin board.

Allen St FarmersMarket
corner of Kalamazoo and Allen Street every
Wednesday, 2:30pm to 6:30pm

Talahi Golf Outing

Pilgrim U.C.C. registered 9 golfers for
the August 7th outing at the Jackol at
Mt Brighton. A fun course to play.
The#1 tee was located at thetop of the
ski dope with thegreen at the bottom. Some tough
hdes but the scenery was beautiful.

Our coed team congsting of Mary and Dan
Pfieffer, Toby VanRipe and Mike Coope was
ouronly team to win an award. Pastor Peter played
with a couple from Rochester while Ron Blanchard,
Jm Ferguson, Tom Pulice and Verg made up the
other.

Theae were 59 golfers competing and with
event/hde sponsors (our Men's & Women's
Fellowships) and dondions $6,00000 was raised
for Camp Taahi schdarships.

Prizes and awardsfollowed atasty med at the
Jacka Clubhoug and we were home by 5:00 P.M

Fall Covenant Association Meeting
October 24, 9:30a - 3:30p
Ovid United Church, Ovid, MI
Mike Cooper will be presenting his

ordination paper. More information in the
October Progress

Southside Community Kitchen Fundraiser

Chri st United Methodist Church,
ishavingaSwiss Steak Dinner fundraiser
on September 11, 4:30-7pm
Adults - $8; 5-12years- $5; under 5 free
527 W. Jolly

. GLHC 20" Home Tour )
Or'he Many Ways People Live DowntownO
September 13, Noon - 4pm
$15/Tour; $50/Brunch & Tour



