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FEBRUARY EVENTS

February 4, 6-8pm
Par enting Group

UCC WOMENG WEEK
February 7" - Guest Minister
Rev. Kris Abby,

February 8", 10am B Dale Sherwin
Women@® & Children@ Shelter DRescue
Mission
February 10", 10am

February 16, 5-7pm
Shrove Tuesday - Pancake Supper

February 17
New Taoddler Play Group ©10am-Noon
Ash Wednesday Service D 6:30pm

February Coffee House
Friday, February 19, 7-9pm

February 24, 6:30pm
Mid Week Lenten Service

Office Hours
9:30am-Noon and 1-3pm
Monday P Thursday;
9:30am B Noon on Friday
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Birthdays
February March Liturgist

1 Pat McQueen 9 ChrisWadon Februay 7 Beverly VanRiper

3 LisaDrake 15 Marilyn Cimmerer February 14 Lisa Dedden Coope

4 VernaAllen 16 Hannah & Olivia February 21 Bruce Ramthun

6 Rev. Peter Robinon Jones February 28 Barbara NeSmith

Lauralee Adams 20 SaraHackett

8 Rev. Herman Haller 22 Judy Nott Name Tag Hod
12 Nancy McMahan Lynn Davis February 7
13 Dorothy Christy 23 Chudk Wernecke February 14
14 Margaret Rockwell 26 Karen Corwin February 21
15 Elizabeth Husby 27 Tory Dane February 28
16 Bill Earl 28 Jm Hudson
17 Bobbie Haskell 29 Carol Roy Flowers (BarbaraNeSmith, coordintor)
22 Janis Boling 30 Mikayla Bergwood February 7 Lauralee Adamsin remembrance of
24 NormaPulice 31 Steve Osbom Stan & Toni Miller and the birthdays of
26 Heathe Fraizer Fred & Lauralee Adams

Max Seeds February 14
27 Bev VanRipe February 21
Mike Coope February 28
If your birthdayis notlisted it is because we do nat
haweit. Please let the office knowso that you can SPECIAL HAITI OFFERING APPEAL
beindudedl. THANK Sto all that have contributed to our

special appeal for Haiti. To datewe have
' - - received $1,29100that will goto OGH S and
@ Bible Readings for passed on to Church World Service, our partner
E the Month in Haiti. If you still want to sharein thismuch

February 7 1 Cor 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 needed ministry, send your check to the church
UCC Women® Week marked HAITI.
February 14 2 Cor 3:12-4:2;

Luke 9:28-36 (37-43)
Racial Justice Sunday ¥ Valentines Day
February 21 Romans 10:8b-13;

Luke 4:1-13
Strengthen the Church
February 28 Phil 3:17-4:1; Luke 12:31-35
Seminary Sunday * Church Vocations Sunday

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER

We will have our annual pancake and
sausage supper, live entertainment and games
on Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras) February
16th from 5 to 7 pm. Pastor Peter and Keith
Corwin will be cooking in the kitchen while
musicians will be performing in the Parish Hall.
Come and celebrate the day before the season
of Lent with us! There will be a basket

Serving Pilgrims provided for freewill donations.
Shrove comes from shrovetide which is the
Greeters three days just prior to Ash Wednesday.
10:00 am Service Folk/Sprit Sevice Shrovetide is made up of shrove Sunday,
Februay 7 Keh Family shrove Monday and shrove Tuesday. These
February 14 Maeola Danielson & Althea Gibson three days were set aside for festivities and
Februay 21 DeronJames & Mary Thomes confession just before the beginning of Lent.

Februay 28 Dan & ShelaFulger
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PONDERING OUR FAITH IDENTITY

How doyousumupthe
identity of achurch? Wha
could you say tha would say it
for our church? TheVitality
Ministry Team has worked this
last fall and winter for our

congregéation to come upwith a
condse statement of Pilgrim@identity. They
sponred a nunber of gaheringsto produce a short
phrase to describethelongand the short of our
congregaion. A list of the statements from those
gatheringswas presented to the congregaionto
vote on. There was atie, and those two statements
were voted on. Theclear winng was OLove Think
Serve.O

These three wordswill be used to promote our
uniqueidentity. It will beused onPilgrim@ web
siteandin promotiond materials. It will beused in
commercialsandonsigns Andit will give each of
usastarting point to tell people aboutPilgrim
Church in our convesations

But wha dothese three words Love Think
Serve mean, and how do they describe our church?
| hopethat we al will engagein discussionsabout
its meaning and how it describes who we are and
what we are about Pleasetalk aboutit in your team
and committee meetings Tak aboutit over coffee
at fellowship time and during work on some
project. Let me give you some foodfor thoughtand
some ideas for discussion starters.

LOVE. We, themembes of Pilgrim Church,
like all other Christiansare called uponto love
First and foremodg, we are to lovetheLord our God
with al of our heart, soul, mind and strength.
Second,we are to loveour neghbas as we would
loveourselves. These are thetwo great
commandments which sum up all the other
commandments. Thesource of ourloveisthelove
of God. Thefirst letter of Johnsaystha GGodis
love,Oand tha we love because God first loved us
God@essential naure islove, therefore we should
love oneanother and make God real to people who
do notyet knowit.

L ovecomesfirst in ouridentity statement
because loveis mog important. Lovedeineswho
Godisandwhat aChristian does. We at Pilgrim
love God and loveoneanother, condantly striving
to love better each day. We want Pilgrim to be_
known as aloving place to be-- a place where Gno
matter who you are, or where you are onlifeG
joumey, you are welcome here.O

THINK. Asthepreviousstatement says, we
undestand that people are at different placesin
thar faith joumey. We do notbdieve in @ookie-

cutter ChristiansOor in afaith that is @nesize fits
all.O We can adl growin faith untl theday we die.
Hopeully, our faith grows degper, stronge and
closer to God. We bdieveloveisthemog
important part of our growingin faith, but we al'so
bdieve in usng our minds ourintellect. We
encourage people to think for themselves and not
jug accept blindly a creed of astandardized
statement of faith. We are notafraid to ask
questionsaboutour faith so we can grow.

We a so think aboutthe problems and suffering
in theworld and we think of ways tha we can hdp
to lovingly solve problems and end suffering. We
think with aconcerned and caring attitude and we
think creatively and condructively for the bulding
of God@Kingdom We use our mindsto learn
knowing tha faith and science are different
approaches to undestanding the universe, but that
they are notexclusve. We bdievetha God gave
usa marvelousbrain which we are to use to God®
glory, accordingto God®will to loveoneanother
by making life better.

SERVE. We are theservants of God. We serve
God@will and notourown. We seek to know
God@will andthen live it outas best we are able.
God is our master and our Lord who callsusto
serve, because in God@® service we find the mog
fulfilling of al livestha we could live. We serve
by sharing the goodnews of God3 love, seeking
judicefor al people, working to free people from
thar fears and oppression, and to promote healing
and recondliation of body, mind and spirit. Our
serviceisingired by love and guided by theHoly
Spirit, we use our mindsto find ways to undestand
aproblem andto discove solutions CserveOmeans
tha we putour loveand thoughtinto action. Jesus
said tha the greatest amongusistheonewhoisthe
servant of all.

LoveThink Serve are three wordswhich may
seem too simple and inadequéae as a statement of
identity for our church. But these three words
contain an abundance of meaning. Jud asthe
United Church of Christ@ red comma symbolizes
something far beyonda punduaion mark, andisa
great convesation starter, so too are these three
wordsan oppotunity for usto talk aboutour church
to others.

Please think aboutthese three wordsand ponde
how they relate to your faith, your calling from God
andwha God s calling Pilgrim Church to beandto
do. LoveThink Serveisjug abeginningfor
undestanding, exploring and sharing our faith.

Peace and Love, Pastor Peter

Pastor PeterO€mail address:
pastor@pilgrim ucc.com
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EMT
Thanks to al that brought clothing to the Annual
Meeting for the ChildrenO<Closet.

Administration/Personnel

A Report on 2009 Pledges Received
How did we do on meeting our 2009 pledges?
Eighty-three pledges committed a total of
$173,684.00. Pledges fulfilled in 2009 totaled
$161,454.50. This is a 93% collection rate. Of
the 83 pledges, 27 exceeded the pledge and
19 were under paid.

In addition 35 non pledge persons, giving

$20.00 or more, contributed $13,733.24 in

2009 toward the Church's operating expenses.
Verg. Pinckney, Finance Committee, Chr.

Use of Offering Envelopes

Since so few are using the weekly offering
envelopes we are reducing the 2011 order to
50 boxes from 75. If your envelope number is
between 1 and 50 and you wish to continue
using there will be no change. If your number is
51 to 75 and you wish to continue to use the
envelopes your number will get changed. The
50 boxes are sufficient to accommodate all
wishing to use them. To help sort this out,
please use the following format to indicate your
preference before April 1st when the order will
be placed.

Christian Discipleship
M eets the 4th Monday, 6:30pm
INext Meeting: February 22, 6:30pm|

Sunday School Curr iculum

This month, our Sunday School program, drinding
God Owill look at stories and teachingsof the Bible
around the concept of community. Why is
community important for our religious life? How
does God ask us to wak with one another and
suppot one anothe? How did Jesus model
community in his own ministry?

27  Acts2:42-47 First Church
2/14 Mark 10:35-45 Service

221 John17:20-24 Being One
2/28 Nehemiah 5:6-11 Responsbility

We encourage you to take some time to read these
scripture passages and talk about them as a family
as a way to become a part of your child®@ Sunday
schooljoumey.

NEW Toddler Playgroup

Starting in February, Pilgrim will hod a toddler
playgroup on the third Wednesday of each month.
The first meeting is Wednesday, February 17th,
from 10am-noon downdairs in the toddler room.
Thisisagreat chance for parents to get togeher and
have some grown-up talk while ther kids spend
time with each other. It's not quite like two hours of
free babystting, but it might be the next best thing!
See Brandon or Becky Clark if you'd like more
deails.

To: Finance committee:
>. | wish to continue using the offering
envelopes. My numberis___ .

OR
>. | do not wish to continue using offering
envelopes. My number is

Name date

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE/BOOK STUDY
TheMonday morning Bible/Book Studyis now
reading Max Lucado@bookTravelingLight Heis
talking aboutwe take on burdensthat we should
never taken on and tha God did notwant usto
have. Join usand lighten your load! We meet & 10 am.

COMMUNICATIONS & MEMBERSHI P Team
Meets the 3™ Monday
Next Meeting February 15, 6:30pm

Note: using the pew envelopes for cash or
checks is perfectly fine if your name and the
proper designation is listed on the envelope.

Thanks for your help,
Finance committee

PROGRESS MATERIALS
If you would like to submit anewsitem or information fQ)
the monthly Progr essthe deadlinefor materidsisthe 20°
of themonth or if it falson aweekend, the Monday
following.
Email to the office uccpilgrim.@eaol.com, or

toJudy a hj 8625@%ma' l.comor .
leave acopy of theinformation for the Progress mailbox
intheoffice
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Worship and Music

ASH WEDNESDAY

February
ucc

Mission Is
Strengthen
the
Church

Strengthen the Church

< SPREAD

b0 Special Mission Offering
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Strengthen the Church is the special mission
offering that builds the United Church of
Christ'sfuture. These gifts help start new

churches, renew existing churches, foster new

leaders and grow the UCC as a community of
extravagant welcome.

February Local Mission
Personal Needs Donations
Incudes. Soap (hand, dish, laundry)

Paper (toilet, paper towe, tissue, sanitary napkins)
Toothpastel brush; mouthwash
Shampoo/ Conditioner
Bleach

CWS/Church World Service
CAPS FOR KIDS available for $10 each (hats
on table in Parish Hall). Monies received go to
help children with Aidsin Africa.

M eals on WheelsPDrivers Needed

It only takes about an hour.
LET& KEEP THE TRADITION GOING!
Contact Judy Hackett for more information andor
to scheduearidealong

Physical Fadlities
PCUCC
(Pilgrim Church Upgrade Communication Collection)

As funds become available and members of the
congregation are able, we will continue with the
upgrade of the media system.

Members of the church interested in helping with this
project can make a contributiontoPCU C C/
Pilgrim Church Upgrade Communication
Collection.

We will have an Ash Wednesday service on
February 17th at 6:30 pm, which will include the
imposition of ashes. Ash Wednesday isthe
beginning of the church season of Lent, a six-week
time of reflection and spiritud renewal prior to
Easter. Theimposition of ashesisacenturiesold
practice of having amark of ashes on on&3 forehead
representing our regret for thingswe should not
done or should have dore better, andit symbolizes
our commitment to do better in thefuture.

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES

We will offer midweek services for the season of
Lent for spiritud renewal. Our services will beon
Wednesday eveningsat 6:30 pm. Thedates for the
services are February 24, March 3, 10,17 and 24.
We will include some thingswe have had in past
years such as atime of singing congregation selected
hymns and skits. But we will dso have other
creative messages, dong with atime of meditation
and specia prayer. Childcare will be provided.

Vitality Ministry Team

Small Group Ministries and
Strong Churches

Jug recently, weQre launched a series of small
groupswhich meet once amonth and are centered
arounda specific interest. Our prayer group started
Wednesday January 27", the parenting group starts
thefirst Friday in February, and we hopeto have a
sewingknitting group and another bookstudy group
start soon. In al the current material on church
growth and development, small groupsare an
integral pat of the strategy.

Over thelast several decades, American religion
has been taken by storm by the megachurch
movement. These are new churches, usudly started
by a charismatic leader, which are built fromthe
groundup but are quickly able to attract massive
nunmbers of worshippes. For example, Willow
Creek, foundel in Illinoisin the 1970s has an
averageworship attendance of over 3,000 While
many of these churches have avery different
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theological slant than Pilgrim, there® much we can
learn fromtheway they have structured thar
communities.

In mog of these megachurches, Sunday
morning worship is notthemos impartant part of
the community@ life. Sunday worship is what
initially attracts people to the worshipping
community, butit is notthe primary avenuefor
spiritud growth, fellowship, or outreach. All of
these thingshappen during theweek in small group
cell meetings Themodd works like this: After
someonehas been attending worship for afew
weeks, they areinvited into asmall group, based on
age, geographic location, or some other factor.
These small groupsmeet once aweek, usudly at a
members hous, and are led by another member
(rather than a pastor) whoistrained in leading
groups Thepastor@ primary responsbility in
managing the small groupsisin directing and
guiding theleaders.

There are some obviousbendfits to this modd.
While Sunday morning worship will always be
important to Pilgrim, it is easy for newer folksto
attend worship, say hi to afew people during coffee
hour, and then gohome agan, never feelinglike
they areredly a part of our community. If you
think back on your time at Pilgrim and look at the
relationshipsyou have formed, youd probably
agree tha they didn® happen during Sunday
worship Bthey grew while you were serving
togeher onateam, or because you participated in a
Circle togeher, or because you both worked in the
Children Closet. Small groupsare away to begin
to invite new folks deeper into thelife of our
church, so tha oneday they will feel invested
enoughin the community to serve onateam, to
teach Sundg School, to singin thechoir, to hdp
with maintenance, or even serve as an officer. But
the process of bringing people into our community
needsto start somewhere Bvery few people will
feel called to jump into serving onateam right
away. Hopdully, our small groupministries will be
away to bring uscloser together as a community,
give newer Pilgrims an avenuefor becoming more
comfortable in our community, and hep usall to
grow in our faith.

Parenting Group

Themonthly Pilgrim Parents small groupwill begin
Friday, February 4™, from 6-8pm and will meet on
thefirst Friday of every month. Wedl provide

dinnea and childcare. Bringthekidswith you, and
wedl al share ameal togeher, then have thekids
leave for activities while we talk aboutthe
chalenges wele facing as parents and work to offer
suppot to each other in adiscussion session lead by
Shantanaand Brandon. An evening of foodand
fellowship with free bebysdtting Dit® almog as
goodas adate night

Prayer Group

Prayer GroupD®Our monthly prayer groupwill meet
again on Wednesday, February24th, at 7 pm. Wedl
meet for an hourto talk aboutways to pray, what
prayer can dofor ourlives, and howwe can suppat
each other in prayer. Andwed spend alot of the
time practicing and working on becoming more
comfortable with prayer. If prayer isacentra pat
of your spiritud life, please come to share your
experiences and pray with other Pilgrims. Andif
you@e not comfortable with praying or don®know
how, cometo learn. We hopeyoud join usfor this
joumey into the heart of spiritudity.

February Coffee House

Our coffee house returnsonthethird Friday of the
month, February 19th, from 7-9pm We® have
musc from Randy, Brandon,and a special guest or
two, snacks, warm drinks games, and lots of
fellowship. Thisisagreat eventtoinviteafriend
to, or ge to know people at Pilgrim tha you might
not otherwise spend much time with. Hopeyou can
join usfor this evening of musc andfellowship.

Time for a Good Book
Winter isatimeto curl upwith agoodbook-and
for drinkingtea. We hopeyou're doing both and
have started, or are planning to read, "Three Cupsof
Tea' by Greg Mortenson. In the Januay Progress
you'll finda summary aboutthe bookfrom the
publisher. It'satruelife story aboutoneAmerican's
attempts to hdp the people of rural Pakistan and
AfghanistanN by building schools. We would like
to find adae in March, which works for mog
people to have a discussion aboutthebookand the
issues it raises aboutthewaysto fightldamic
extremism. We both enjoyed the bookand look
forward to discussing it with other Pilgrims. Please
let usknow when youwould beavailable for abodk
discussion get togeher at the church:

Jacob Hoffman (e-mail: rjhoffmaniii@gmail.com)

Pat McQueen (e-mail: PLB20@ad.com
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Women@ Fellowship News
Board Meeting - February 8,11:15am

UCC Women® Week will be celebrated the week
starting Sunday, Feb.7". Thethemethis year is
CFrom nowon you® be fishing for men
andwomenOPMessage Luke 5:1-11
Rev Kris Abby will start theweek as guest minister
on Sunday, February 7. Programs have been
schedued for Monday/10an with Dale Sherwin
from the Lanang Rescue Mission talking about ther
new women@ and children shdter on S. Cedar and
Wednesday/10an with Cris Bobier talking abou the
QDpen Door MinistryO progran a Centra
M ethodist Church.

Mildred Benedict/Pear| Caldwell
Maeola Danielson 321-0846
Dorothy Joseph 4852571

40" Interfaith Day
Our Faiths - Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
Tuesday February 23, 10:00a-3:30p
at St. Therese Catholic Church
102 W. Randolph/corner of Turner St.
Prepaid Luncheon Tickets-$10.00
(not available at the event)
See Maeola if interested.

Circle Projects:
Two-year Calendar Planners* - $2.00
Pilgrim Note Cards* 5/$2.50; 10/$5.00
Rada Cutlery B See Margaret Reutter

Church Women United
Monday, February 8, 1:00pm
Program: Dr. Judy Brown Clark, Director of
Diversity and Cultural Affairs at MSU will discuss black history

Trinity AME Church, 3500 West Holmes Road

Children’s Closet Needs
With the increased referrals to the closet we
continue to be in need of clothing especially for
18M - 3T. Winter coats are also needed so if
you see a good deal on clearance please let
Sheila know or call the office and leave a
message.

Flower Chart for altar flowers
is poged on the bulletin boad in the Parish Hall.
We invite you to sign up for the dae(s) that you
would like to give flowers in memory of a loved
oneor for a specia occason. The personin charge
for the flowers tha month will contact you and
make arrangements for the flowers.
Bev VanRiper, Pres.; DonnaMatthews, V. Pres.

Circle Leadersfor 20092010
See monthly calenda for time/place of meetings
Blanche L ewis/Paul
Margaet Reutter 627-6049
LeonaRippen 3490480
Florence Hoats
Gayle Mefford 646-8460
Norma Pulice 482-3096
June McBride
Pat McQueen 641-7470
Carol Roy 5757150

~ _ WORLD DAY OF PRAYERPMARCH 5

CLet Everything That Has Breath Praise GodO
9:30am/ continental breakfast followed by
celebration.

Faith Lutheran Church
4515 Dobie Road - Okemos

G A A A N A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A ATATATAY
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Florence Hoats Circle has rescheduled the
changing of seasonal clothing in the Children's
Closet on March 17 to 1 to 4 pm instead of
the evening time originally set. The change is
due to the Lenten Service at 6:30pm on March
17. We regret we cannot pick an evening time
convenient to those working during the day.
We will begin working at 1 p.m. and welcome
June McBride's members that are able to help.
There will be refreshments available. This is
open to anyone that wants to help, you can
come and leave as your schedule allows.

NEWS FROM OUR PILGRIM FAMILY

Lee Abramson, Danny
Arnold, Chris Austin,
Hayden Bilow, Don
Bowker, Lucy Brophy,
Helen Burns, David
Burwell, Jeff Caesar. Linda Carr, Nellie
Churchill, Susan Collier, Harry Cook, Helen
Davidson, Joe Davis, Patti Dokum, Jason
Gooley, Ruth Hall, Oletha Haller, Helen Hewitt,
Leslie Janner, Alfred Keh, Dennis Kennedy,
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Linda Kent, Marge Kooken, Gloria Leslie, Linda
McMeekin, Chastity Morse, Bud Popkens, Barb
Pressler, Pat Ramthun, Dawn Raymond,
Audrey Reist, Jill Rosenberry, Elizabeth
Schaefer, Connie Severy, Bev Smith, Dale
Stafford, Don Stafford, Roderick Terrell, Jack
Thayer, Janet Thayer, Betty Tuttle, Toby
VanRiper, Brad VanSyckle, Victoria Wagner,
Mike Weekly, Becky Welsh, Norm Williams, Lou
Wonch.

In the Military: Brad Chase, Jeffrey Dunn,
Troy Hart, A-Jay Lopez, Kip Miller, Michele
Mitchell, Sharon Osborn

From the Bulletin Board
Thank you@for the holiday Poinsettias
Louise Clark, Helen Davidson, Merna Carpenter

Thank you from Lorie and family for the
Thanksgiving basket

Keep in prayer Paul Hunter and f amily wit h
the loss of his sister, Mary Hargreaves, 88
years old, who died on January 19. Her

husband Bill died about one year ago.

VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVE

Sympathies to the family of Ruth Mosher who
passed away on January 26 in Arlington,
Texas. Ruth was a former choir member and
member of the Blanche-Lewis Paul Circle.
Memorial services will be held at a later date.

VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAN

4th Sunday  Pilgrim Recycling Office
Paper. Bagswill be out for Pilgrims to

take to recycling
Thanks for supporting our recycling!

&n

Support the Church
Recycle your old ink cartridges here at
church. Through the Staple Rewards program
we will receive $3 for each cartridge. This will go
toward the purchase of office supplies.

Also if you make a Staples purchase and they
ask if you have a ®Rewards CardOand if you
don®have one, say the church does, and give
them our phone number 484-7434 and we will
get Rewards credit.

Reminder: At church,

ALL requests for financial help should go through
Pastor Peter or Brandon Grafius. The
Discretionary Fund is available to help those in
need whether from the church or the community.

Season Greetings received from:

Ron & Kathy Bar, Ann Brooks, Phil & Dorothy Christy,
Elde gt Mike & Lisa Cooper, Maty & Mdanie
Courtier, Crossoads Board of Directors, Employessand the
Children and Families we sarve, Maeda Danidson, Dan &
Shala Fulger, Aletha Gibson, Maxine Hunt, Paul & Juanita
Hunter, George & Menetta Kass Geneva Moorehouse
Barbara NeSmith, Sheill & Judy Nott, John & Karine
Oatley, Fred & Jane Parker, Vag Finckney, Bruce & Karen
Ramthun, Al & Leoma Rippen, Pestor Peter, Michde &
Hanneh Robinson, Betty Sandas Lo ShepardTom
Wdg/Chridina Chase & Amdia Tut & Beity Tuttle
Wanda VaSyckle Kay Waddon & Family, Virgna
Wenstrom, Margaret Rockwell, Dave & Kitty Lou Hicks,
MardaBElsessr, Randy, Cardl, Hdey & Jke Roy& Chuck
Waernecke Bobhie Haskdl, Ron & JaneAnn Blanchard, Tom
& Norma Pulice Hizabeth Manty, Dorothy Joseph,
Mailyn Cimmeae, Gayle Mefford, Donna Matthews,
Jaoob Hoffmen, Beth Pung

Across the street:

Christ Lutheran Annual
Pork and Sauerkraut Supper
And Mini Bazaar
February 4, 4:30-7pm
$9/Adult; $4/Children under 12
(Under 3 B Free)




